
Support the Endowment of the Dale Nelson Memorial Civil 

Engineering Scholarship Fund 

Dale Albin Nelson, PE, F.ASCE 14 December 1944—01 January 2019 

Growing up in Washington, Dale worked at his parents’ logging and sawmill 

business as well as at his grandparents’ cattle ranch. Completing his degree in 

Civil Engineering, Dale realigned his dream and moved to Alaska, where he 

worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Fort Richardson. Soon after, 

Dale married Elaine, and they were blessed with two children: Garth Nelson, a 

registered civil engineer, and Lesa Zimnawoda, an environmental scientist.  

Committed to strong family values, Dale was a strong role model for Anchorage youth, teaching positive work 

ethic, compassion, and community involvement, and a stalwart proponent of young engineering 

professionals, providing powerful mentorship and advocacy. He distinguished himself as an active and 

influential member of ASCE, assuming leadership responsibility within ASCE beginning in 1971, serving all 

positions within the Board of Directors of the Anchorage Branch and the Alaska Section, and as a Regional 

Governor and Director. In October 1999, Dale was elevated to the ASCE Fellow status and he became a life 

member in 2009. Throughout his career, Dale was admired and well respected by the engineering community 

he so passionately served. 

Dale Nelson Memorial Civil Engineering Scholarship Fund 

In his honor and memory, Dale’s family established the Dale Nelson Civil 

Engineering Memorial Scholarship, which is currently gathering funds through the 

University of Alaska Foundation in a holding account. Current funding has reached 

$22,000, and it is hoped that the $25,000 level needed for an endowed scholarship 

will be reached soon. 

Your Financial Support 

If you are able to contribute, you may do so online (https://engage.alaska.edu/, 

select "Other" as designation, and write "Dale Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund" 

in the comment section), by check (checks payable to “University of Alaska 

Foundation” and write "Dale Nelson Memorial Scholarship Fund" in the memo 

section), or by wire transfer (contact the University of Alaska Foundation at 907-450

-8030 or foundation@alaska.edu for details).  

Checks may be mailed to: 

University of Alaska Foundation  University of Alaska Foundation 

2025 Yukon Drive  1815 Bragaw St., Ste. 203 

PO Box 755080 or Anchorage, AK 99508 

Fairbanks, AK 99775   

Tax ID # 23-7394620 
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